
Sprague Olympian Marching Band
2008 Season

August 11 – New Members, Student Leadership, Drumline and Color Guard (9a-5p)
August 12-15 – All returning SOMB Members (9a-5p)
August 15th Week 1 Camp Party, 5p-8p

August 18-21 – All SOMB Members (9a-5p) (August 21st is Meet the Band Night, 5p-6p)

M – Sept. 1 Labor Day – No rehearsal
W – Sept. 3 Rehearsal 6:30p-9:00p
F – Sept. 5 Home Football Game
S – Sept. 6 Band Day 9a-5p

M – Sept. 8 Rehearsal 6:30p-9:00p
W – Sept. 10 Rehearsal 6:30p-9:00p

M – Sept. 15 Rehearsal 6:30p-9:00p
W – Sept. 17 Rehearsal 6:30p-9:00p
F – Sept. 19 Home Football Game

M – Sept. 22 Rehearsal 6:30p-9:00p
W – Sept. 24 Rehearsal 6:30p-9:00p
S – Sept. 27 Special Saturday Rehearsal 9a-5p

M – Sept. 29 Rehearsal 6:30p-9:00p
W – Oct. 1 Rehearsal 6:30p-9:00p
F – Oct. 3 Homecoming

M – Oct. 6 Rehearsal 6:30p-9:00p
W – Oct. 8 Rehearsal 6:30p-9:00p
S – Oct. 11 Competition ~ PCI @ Sprague HS

M – Oct. 13 Rehearsal 6:30p-9:00p
W – Oct. 15 Rehearsal 6:30p-9:00p
S – Oct. 18 Competition ~ Evergreen HS @ Vancouver, WA

M – Oct. 20 Rehearsal 6:30p-9:00p
W – Oct. 22 Rehearsal 6:30p-9:00p
F – Oct. 24 Home Football Game
S – Oct. 25 Competition ~ OSU, Corvallis OR

M – Oct. 27 Rehearsal 6:30p-9:00p
W – Oct. 29 Rehearsal 6:30p-9:00p
F – Oct. 31 Home Football Game
S – Nov. 1 Competition ~ UofO Fesssssstival of Bands, Eugene OR

S – Dec. 13 PGE Festival of Lights Holiday Parade

http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP


The Sprague Olympian Marching Band and Colorguard (SOMB) is the largest and most visible performing 
group in the Band Department. Although the musical goals are the same as any of the concert ensembles, the 
performance venues are very different. The Marching Band performs their competition show at all home football 
games as well as selected marching contests in the area. They also perform in the Sprague Homecoming Parade 
and PGE Festival of Lights Holiday Parade. By combining the elements of precision marching with the dramatic 
contribution of the colorguard, marching band provides a performance opportunity unlike any other. All Wind
Ensemble and Wind Symphony members are required to be in Marching Band unless they are fully participating in 
a fall sport. All Concert Band members are strongly encouraged to participate as this develops confidence in 
playing, pride in the organization, and strong friendships within the Band Department. The goals of the Marching 
Band are to perform high quality music, demonstrate precision in technique, entertain with high energy, and HAVE 
FUN!

The Schedule:
The marching season is an intense, fun, educational and friendship building experience, starting with a two week 
“Band Camp” beginning Monday, August 11th and continuing through Thursday, August 21st. Each rehearsal day 
will be 9:00am to 5:00pm. Students are expected to be at camp every day. A great deal of information is covered in 
each rehearsal, and students missing time will fall behind and cause delays for the entire group.

We will have two weekly rehearsals starting the first Wednesday of school and continuing through the end of 
October. Those days are Mondays from 6:30-9:00pm and Wednesdays from 6:30-9:00pm. The marching band 
schedule includes regular rehearsals, one Saturday rehearsal, Friday night home football games, and four Saturday 
marching competitions, which require students to be gone all day (very early morning to very late evening). It is 
important for everyone to realize that we all contribute to the success of the band and no single person’s sacrifice is 
more or less important than any other band member. We play a part in each other’s success!

New Member Day!
The first day of camp (August 11th) is reserved for our new members to work with the student leadership team. 
This is the new members’ opportunity to learn marching and music techniques that will help them be successful 
during the season. At the conclusion of the first day, beginning at 4:30pm, there will be a demonstration of the skills 
learned. Parents and families are invited to attend. There will be a new member parent meeting immediately 
following the demonstration. This gives parents the opportunity to meet staff, band booster board members, and 
student leadership.

Meet the Band Night & Band Day
“Meet the Band Night” is the culmination of band camp and will be held on August 21st at 5:00 p.m. at Sprague 
High School. “Band Day,” is our largest fundraiser of the year and will be held on Saturday, Sept. 6th. All Sprague 
Band members are required to participate (roughly 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.).

Marching Band Fees Members pay a fee to help cover a portion of the cost of the marching program. This fee 
goes toward paying for staff, transportation, and equipment. The fair-share fee is $200 with an extra cost for those 
needing marching shoes. $100 of this fee is due the first week of camp by August 15th with the balance of $100 
due by September 15th. All checks (cash not accepted) must be made payable to “Sprague Band Boosters” Please 
include child(ren)’s names on the check.

Instrument rental for the season is $25. This includes Sousaphones, baritones, mellophones, tenor/baritone 
saxophones, drumline and percussion. This is in addition to concert band instrument rentals (oboes, bassoons, 
bass clarinets, tenor saxophones, baritone saxophones, French horns, euphoniums, tubas.)
Checks payable to: “Sprague High School Band”

All forms and information are available on the website. Please fill out the enclosed Emergency Medical Form 
and turn it in the first day of camp. We are required by the school district to keep this information on file. All 
students in Wind Ensemble and Wind Symphony are required to participate. 

The school district policy for marching band participation is also available on the website.

Check the Sprague Band Booster website often for information and updates. Get email by signing up in the 
Guestbook. Email reminders and information will be sent out prior to band camp.

Brad Howard, Director of Bands howard_brad@salkeiz.k12.or.us

Booster website: www.spragueband.org/boosters
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About the Show

RHYTHMICITY
The rhythmic property imparted by the accents and relative durations of notes in a piece of music.

I. Like Clockwork
II. Tone Circle

III. Rhythmicity

This season’s show music has been composed especially for the Sprague Olympian Marching 
Band. It is rhythmic, driving, powerful and intense. Using time, pulse and rhythm as the 
foundation, I have written a show that I hope is engaging for the performers and our audience. It 
has been a pleasure to write this show for such an awesome group of musicians.

The first movement “Like Clockwork” is based on a pattern of eighth notes in a looping cycle of 
3-2-1-2. The drumline plays a key role in the mechanical and driving nature of the piece in 
addition to a fair amount of dissonance in the woodwinds and brass.

“Tone Circle” is based on the Cycle of 5ths and features a baritone soloist accompanied by tone 
chimes played by the woodwind section. Low brass chords with high brass sustaining notes 
continue with the tone chime accompaniment and create a beautifully simple chorale.

The final movement “Rhythmicity” is a fast technical display by all sections of the band and 
features the percussion section for a closer that is high energy and high impact!

Sheet music, Audio files and Drill sheets
Go to: http://www.spragueband.org/mb
(This site will be updated often, so check back regularly.)

We have protected the downloadable files with a password. See the mailing or contact 
the Parent Liaison (Ben Kahn) for the user name and password. Keep this 
information to yourself. Do not post or share on any public website.
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